My War Memories, 1914-1918
The troops were insufficiently provided for, not only as regards the preparation of positions, but also shelter. Much had to be made good.
On a walk through the wooded hills, I once came across a sentry. He gave me a message in some, I forget which, foreign language. Even the Austrian officers who accompanied me could not understand him. From this incident I gained some idea of the difficulties with which this army had to contend. These difficulties were aggravated by the fact that nationalities were much mixed in the regiments, in order to make them more reliable. Czech and Rumanian regiments had gone over to the enemy. Men of these nationalities were now distributed among many regiments.
But these measures did no good. They lowered the inherent value of the brave Hungarian, and particularly good German regiments, and aggravated the language difficulty to an extraordinary degree.
Once more, as at the time of my journey to Neu-Sandec, in September, 1914, I gained an impression of the complete lack of development of all the races which did not belong to the ruling nationalities. One of my journeys took me to the villages of Huzules, I shall never forget the poor housing conditions of this unhappy people. How different were things in Germany, thanks to the wise measures of her Princes, and how high Kultur and progress stood among us as compared with Austria-Hungary, When I saw^those huts in Huzules, I realized that this nation could not know what it was fighting for.
Austria-Hungary had been very negligent. As an allied Power we should have known how to prevent it. Had the Dual Monarchy and the Austro-Hungarian Army accomplished even half of what could properly have been expected of them, German troops need not have been brought in such masses to reinforce their fronts. In the long run we should have had more troops at our disposal for the Western Front.
I admit that Austria-Hungary complained that we had failed in France in the autumn of 1914, and that they had been exposed single-handed to Russia's overwhelming numbers.
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